
Ship Fact Shee t
 

0011 
1840/0731 

 

ORIENTAL (1840) 
 
Base data at 31 July 1840.  Last amended November 2008 
* indicates entries changed during P&O Group service. 
   
Type  Paddle steamer 
P&O Group service  1840-1861 
P&O Group status*  Owned by individual Directors of the parent company 
Former name(s)  Was to have been named United States 
   
Registered owners*   Charles W Williams, Joseph C Ewart and Francis 

Carleton 
Managers and operators  The Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 

Company 
   
Builders  Thomas Wilson & Co 
Yard  Liverpool 
Country  UK 
Yard number   
   
Registry  London, UK 
Official number  30714 
Signal letters  QLWM 
Classification society  Lloyd’s Register 
   
Gross tonnage*  1,673 grt 
Net tonnage     888 nrt 
Deadweight   
   
Length*  61.55m (202.0ft) 
Breadth  10.21m (33.5ft) 
Depth    8.68m (28.5ft) 
Draught    5.70m (13.0ft) [1848] 
Construction (if not steel)  Wood 
   
Engines  Side-lever steam engines 
Engine builders  Fawcett, Preston & Co 
Works  Liverpool 
Country  UK 
   
Power  450 hp 
Propulsion  Paddles 
Speed  11 knots 
   
Passenger capacity  98 (2 single, 33 double, 6 3-berth and 3 4-berth cabins) 
Cargo capacity  355 tonnes 
Crew  55 (Captain, 5 officers, 3 engineers, 31 seamen, 8 

firemen, 7 stewards and servants) 
Employment*  Southampton/Alexandria 
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Career   
   

06.03.1840:  Launched as United States for Transatlantic Steam Ship Co, 
Liverpool. 

31.07.1840:  Owners merged with Peninsular Steam to form The Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company before her completion, and she 
was modified and renamed (after the ‘Oriental’ i.e. ‘Eastern’ addition 
to the Company’s name) to suit the Mediterranean route rather than 
the Atlantic for which she was intended.  She cost £60,000. 

01.09.1840:  Opened the Northern leg of the mail service to India when she left 
Southampton under Captain J R Engledue for Falmouth, Gibraltar, 
Malta and Alexandria 

11.1840:  Arrived in Alexandria to find the port under blockade by the Royal 
Navy, but after Oriental was delayed at Malta, Pacha Mehemet Ali 
agreed to the British Consul-General’s request to allow the mails 
through. 

01.06.1841:  The celebrated Scottish painter Sir David Wilkie died on board while 
returning from the Near East and was buried at sea off Gibraltar, an 
occasion depicted in J M W Turner’s ‘Peace: Burial at Sea’. 

07.12.1841:  Towed disabled Great Liverpool from Finisterre to Falmouth 
End 1842:  Carried to Egypt the prefabricated canal tug Atfeh that P&O was to 

put into service towing passenger barges on the Mahmoudieh Canal 
between Alexandria and the Nile to speed up the Overland Route. 

27.04.1843:  Ownership transferred to The Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company. 

23.10.1846:  Took mails from Ripon, disabled in Torbay 
17.02.1848:  Re-registered after lengthening in the bow at Southampton; length 

now 65.51m (215.0ft); tonnage 1,752 gross, 1,103 net.  Her engines 
were improved at the same time, and a second funnel was installed. 

15.04.1848:  Left Southampton via the Cape for the Calcutta/Suez service. 
1851:  Overhauled and speed improved. 
1857:  Troopship for Persian campaign. 
1857:  Gross tonnage re-stated as 1,787 grt 
1858:  Three trooping voyages Suez/Bombay and Karachi. 
1860:  Troopship for Anglo-French expedition to China. 
1860:  Reduced to service as a storeship at Bombay. 

10.1861:  Sold to Jairaz Faizul and Co., Bombay, and following removal of her 
machinery was broken up at Hong Kong. 

 
- ends - 

 


